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limp, are dead, and are ready 
for cooking heat. 

THE PLACID manner in 
which crabs ~ ’ and lobsters 
meet death in this environ- 
ment (a fatal form of crusta- 
cean heat prostration, per- 
haps?) is Gunter’s subjective 
proof of the painlessness of 
the execution. 

The water merely feels 
lukewarm to the hand, he 
; points out, but it kills the 
crab or lobster long before 
heat causes coagulation of 
the proteins, which Gunter 
says begins at a temperature 
of about 158 degrees Fahren- 
heit. By inference, the reader 
is led to conclude that coagu- 
lation is a pain threshold, a 
scientifically untenable as- 


Warning From Harvard 

No ‘Magic Formula’ in Education 


By Erwin Knoll 

Staff Reporter 

UNSHAKEABLE FAITH in the notion 
that next year’s model will be better may be 
appropriate — in fact, indispensable — to the 
automobile industry. But education is an- 
other matter. 

In the face of growing 
public concern over the 
pressing problems of the 
schools and a resultant 
search for “magic formula’’ 
solutions, Dean Francis 
Keppel of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Educa- 
tion has issued a timely warning against 
“a naive enthusiasm for new ideas in educa- 
tion.” 

In the present educational climate, “a 
tentative proposal can become a fad in a 
frighteningly short time,” Dean Keppel cau- 
tioned last week in his annual report to 
Harvard President Nathan M. Pusey. He' 
continued: 

“The question turns, of course, on what is 
reasonable to expect from programs of re- 
search and development in education. So 
far, such efforts in our society have had only 
a short and disappointing history . . 

The “exercise of suspended judgment 
from the very start” is essential if education 
research is to produce meaningful long-range 
results, Dean Keppel suggested. Optimism 
about eventual solutions is by no means 
inconsistent with critical scrutiny of specific 
projects, he said. 

TO BE SURE, the hopeful search for 
panaceas has some advantages. Chief among 
these is the development of support and 
financial backing for research and planning 
in education. 

There is ample room for improvement 
in this regard. While private industry will 
spend about $8 billion this year on product 
development and marketing research, and 
while the Federal Government will allocate 
about $119 million to agricultural research, 
the United States Office of Education has 
about $6 million in its budget for research — 
and that includes both the Cooperative Re- 
search Program, and the National Defense 
Education Act. 

But the quest for quick cures in educa- 
tion can create, serious difficulties, too. 

“There is an eager desire for results — 
fast, dramatic, tangible results that are most 
improbable in any enterprise as complex 


and as little understood as education,” Dean 
Keppel declared. “This in turn leads to the 
temptation, to engage in a variety of loose 
practices under the rubric of ‘research,’ and 
to advance premature claims for the results.” 

The tendency to substitute opinion polling 
■for actual investigation may well be the 
chief offense against the name of research 
in education, Dean Keppel said. 

“IF A MAJORTTf of tbe teachers, or ad- 
ministrators, or phrCftp, Tpink that a current 
or proposed mnov'^tfgjLten, good idea, it is 
sanctified by thg Twgjpse ‘research shows 
that . . .’—the implioagoii being that because 
people like it, chrltfrqn learn more. 

“True suspended Judgment— waiting until 
the relevant facts' are. in— becomes increas' 
ingiy difficult under these circumstances, 
and the temptation to announce results pre- 
maturely becomes progressively stronger,” 
Dean Keppel added. 

“There is the haunting danger that too- 
hasty action may result in shortchanging 
the next generation. Just as serious is the 
danger that irresponsible or misleading 
claims may lead to public and professional 
disillusionment and resistance to further 
change and experimentation. 

“The proper balance between enthusiasm 
for a new idea, and the exercise of suspended 
judgment ahout it, must be found and must 
be expressed to~the public and profession.” 
• * * 

Learn Now, Pay Later 

ALMOST 5000 college students in the Dis- 
trict, Maryland and Virginia borrowed more 
than $2 million last year under the National 
Defense Student Loan Program, the United 
States Office of Education reported recently. 

Throughout the United States, 140,000 loans 
totaling about $60 million were made in the 
first 3 7 months of the loan program, which 
has the dual aim of helping to provide higher 
education opportunities for able students in 
need of financial aid and of recruiting teach- 
ers for the public schools. 

The Office of Education estimated that 45 
per cent of last year’s student borrowers 
plan to teach in the public schools. If they 
teach for five years, up to 50 per cent of 
their indebtedness will he forgiven by the 
Federal Government. 

Two-thirds of the loans went to male stu- 
dents. Some college officials jneaprt that 
girls are reluctant to saddle therjjtejyes with 
a “negative dowry” by incurrinjfrfebts dur- 
ing their college years. 



With Bailey, It’s the Principle 
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